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Easterton Echoes….. No. 401 January/February, 2010. 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS   www.easterton.org.uk
Chairman’s Chatterings: At our January Parish Council Meeting we welcomed Richard Firth as our co-opted Councillor. Richard is well placed to represent the parishioners in the Eastcott area
Flood Working Group: As I write this I am preparing for a FWG meeting on 29th January when consultants for the Environment Agency are due to submit their report on the viability of the proposed flood attenuation measures that we have been striving for throughout 2009.
2010/11 Parish Precept: In reviewing the financial needs of the Parish for the ensuing year every effort has been made to restrict expenditure to the maximum extent. However, despite the Parish Council’s best endeavours a 2% increase in the Parish precept will be necessary in order to not only ensure that we can maintain the current standard of services but also meet the costs involved in making safe and eventually removing the Chapel at Drove Lane cemetery which is currently in a dangerous state of disrepair.
Police Update: PCSO Nina Marsh from the Neighbourhood Policing Team updated the Council with details of policing initiatives in this and surrounding villages.  She was advised of our concerns with off-road vehicular activity particularly at weekends – the message to riders/drivers on byways is: “enjoy your pastime but PLEASE give full consideration to walkers/animals/horseriders who have an equal right to enjoy these routes in full safety and respect”. The parting message from the Police was – if you see a possible crime in progress, or witness antisocial behaviour, the Police cannot do anything about it if they are not informed. [Don’t forget to use the Neighbourhood Watch Network where appropriate].
DoggyDo: It is pleasing (in a way!) to note that many dog walkers using the Village Hall field carefully clear up after their dog(s) and deposit poo bags in the two bins attached to the Village Hall. The problem here is that these bins have to be emptied by volunteers (not W.Council), who have to find space in their own refuse bins. Where possible please help by taking poo bags home to deposit in your own refuse bins.
M.O.D. Plain Activity: A major pre-operational deployment training exercise involving up to 3500 soldiers is to take place during the period 1st – 14th February. The usual aircraft will be involved together with a considerable number of vehicles. 
Artillery live firing from Salisbury Plain (West) involving the AS90 will take place on 23rd, 24th, 25th & 26th. 

Parish Steward: The next visit is organized for Monday, 8th February and if anyone feels that there are any small jobs that need undertaking throughout the Village please contact Chris Saunders on 812317.
Skips: The Village skips for cardboard and plastic are next scheduled for Friday, 12th March and will be placed outside the Jam Factory between l0.00 - l2.30pm.

Parish Council Meeting: This will be in St. Barnabas Church rooms on Monday, 8th February, 2010 at 7.30pm.
VILLAGE HALL NEWS
Nine people required for Pilates in the Hall on Monday evenings.  If you are interested, please call Imogen on 818640.
Coming soon: Open Evening, Taster Sessions and New Age Kurling demo.  Tickets for Mrs. Gerrish’s guesthouse available now!  Don’t miss this brilliant show, professional theatre on your doorstep.  24th April - tickets £8; turn up in 1950s fancy dress for a free drink!  818640/07855413746 to reserve your tickets.

NEXT FORUM MEETING
The next Forum meeting will take place in the Royal Oak at 6.30pm on Tuesday, 16th February. This is an open invitation for anyone wishing to attend.  Any ideas for new or improved events would be welcome.  Please contact me Gordon, on 812538 or Gordon.somerville@googlemail.com.
NHW + FWG + VILLAGE EMERGENCY = NEW QUESTIONNAIRE
An invitation is extended to all Neighbourhood Watch street co-ordinators:- can you help the Community Emergency Volunteer (David Green) to reach all parts of the Village in an effort to collate resources which might be available in the event of an emergency.  This might be flooding; major road accident; extended power loss; etc.

This would also be your opportunity to renew acquaintance with those ‘on your patch’.  Members of the FWG have offered their assistance. David will explain everything at the start of the next Village Forum on 16th February. 
EASTERTON, MARKET LAVINGTON AND URCHFONT LINK SCHEME
Do you need a helping hand with something?  Tel: 01380 812623.  Monday - Friday l0am - 3pm. Do you need some assistance with:

· shopping, collecting prescriptions and library books etc.

· help with small tasks around the home or garden, a game of cards or just a friendly chat.

· transport for appointments to the hairdressers, optician, doctor or hospital.

· or fancy a game of Scrabble, cards or  someone to read to you?
Please give at least 2 working days notice before an appointment.

The above are just a few examples of tasks we can do.  The Link Scheme will respond to any reasonable request for help.  There is no charge for the service but the Link Scheme appreciates donations to help cover expenses. 

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!  IF YOU HAVE EVEN A LITTLE TIME TO SPARE please ring Malcolm Davidson on 01380 812358.
REMEMBER...
That it is your input which keeps the Echoes going so if you have any
contributions such as small private ads or announcements for this
newssheet please hand them into Sue Allen, 57 High St. by 23rd 
February, 2010.
Susan Deegan
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